
The Murder of Dan O’Connell and the
Cleansing of the Catholic Priesthood

“My Father’s house is a house of prayer,
but you have made it a den of thieves.”

Christ cleansing the Temple by Bernardino Mei
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To Bishops, Priests, and Seminarians

We are your brothers

www.docsociety.org



2

On February 5, 2002, Dan O'Connell, a 39 year-old civic
leader, funeral director, and Catholic from Hudson,
Wisconsin, had coffee with Mary Pagel, a bus driver for St.
Patrick's Catholic School. O'Connell asked Pagel, a fellow
parishioner, if she had ever seen the assistant priest, Fr.
Ryan Erickson, inappropriately touch children. He then
told her that he was going to confront Fr. Erickson later
that day. She advised against it. Undeterred, O'Connell
replied, "I can handle it.”  

Sometime between 1pm and 1:30 pm that day, Dan
O'Connell and a 22 year-old mortuary science intern,
James Ellison, were killed at the O’Connell Family Funeral
Home. Both men had been shot with a 9mm handgun. Two
thousand people were interviewed by Hudson Police over
the next several years, as they tried to solve the mystery
behind the double slayings. The Pagel connection was not
made until the spring of 2004, after detectives Jeff Knopps
and Shawn Pettee had been newly assigned to investigate
the case. At the top of their cold and unimpressive list of
leads and suspects to be reinterviewed, were a certain
policeman trained in firearms, and the former assistant
priest and youth pastor of St. Patrick's Parish. A recent
report from North Dakota had come to their attention.
Father Ryan Erickson, now a full pastor hundreds of miles
away in another parish, had been accused of sexual abuse
by a teenage male while at St. Patrick's. Erickson had been
transferred from St Patrick’s in Hudson in September 2003
to a parish in Ladysmith, Wisconsin, where the pastor
asked Superior diocesan officials to “transfer either
Erickson or me.” The diocese elevated Erickson to be a
pastor on his own at the Church of St. Mary of the Seven
Dolors (Sorrows) in Hurley,Wisconsin. On November 11,
2004, the detectives, not as impressed with Erickson as
the diocese, interviewed him in person for several hours.
They made no facial contact with each other when he
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described the locations of the bodies at the crime scene.
Only police officers knew such details.  Later Erickson told
Deacon Russell Lundgren, “I done it and they are going to
catch me.” The deacon was not under any kind of
confessional bond of secrecy but took a somewhat less
aggressive approach than that of the police officers. He
told no one and prayed that Erickson wasn’t telling the
truth. After the second videotaped police interview on Dec
7, Bishop Raphael Fliss of the Superior Diocese had a
phone chat with Erickson. Erickson told him, “I had
nothing to do with those murders. God knows I am telling
the truth.” The bishop avoided the excesses of the
Inquisition and decided to drop the matter with a phone
call. As the diocese spokesman said later “there was no
reason not to believe him.” Two days later on December 19,
2004,  Erickson hanged himself at his church of sorrows.
The priest who “supervised” Erickson for the three years
during which he murdered O’Connell and was having a
teenage boy visit multiple weekends for beer and sex was
Fr. Peter Szleszinski. He said on hearing of the priest’s
suicide, “I don’t know who in the world would tell the
police something that would make them think Fr. Erickson
was the guilty one or the culprit.” He added that  Erickson
showed no signs of mental stress during his three years at
Hudson, “nothing at all.”(Readers might want to read the
account of Bruce Rubenstein in City Pages of Minneapolis
Oct 2005 or the work of reporter Randy Furst in the
Startribune of Minneapolis to fact check that assertion.)
Even after Erickson’s hanging, the diocese perceptively
proclaimed, “We have no conclusive evidence that Fr.
Erickson was involved with the tragic events.”   Ten
months passed and again it was the civil authorities who
told the truth. A John Doe hearing on October 3, 2005
showed “overwhelming evidence” that Erickson murdered
O’Connell and Ellison, and that he had in fact been
abusing a teen-age male at Mr. O’Connell’s parish.
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Furthermore, Erickson engaged in homosexual activity
during his seminary career in Winona and had been
credibly accused but not charged with homosexual abuse
even before he was ordained. At the St Paul Seminary, a
student complained that he had woken one morning to find
Erickson in his bed. Expulsion was not considered.
Multiple psychologists hired by the diocese of Superior and
the seminaries of Winona and St Paul found Erickson a
fitting candidate for the priesthood. Detectives Pettee and
Knopps judged by different standards. These men were
driven to find justice for Dan O’Connell who had been
driven to find justice for a male teen abused by a predator.
Because of three men-three fathers who had the courage to
act- there is one less masquerade father to sentence the
young men of a northern Wisconsin Catholic parish to a
life of torment from abuse. The moral blindness and
wanton disregard of fatherly duty by the Bishop, the Vicar
General of Superior, and the ex-pastor of St. Patrick’s are
patently obvious. Others should pursue these men with the
goal of resignation and repentance. Our concern here
however is the diocesan and seminary cultures that
honored Erickson with the name of “father” and still show
no capacity for self examination or remorse.  A few months
after Ryan Erickson had killed Dan O’Connell, he told a
friend about their argument and said “now the demon is
dead.” Two detectives caught the real demon. Now as Kathi
O’Connell, Dan’s sister, said “Dan started out by doing
something he thought was right. He got killed, so we’re
here to finish it.”

Who allowed Ryan Erickson to
wear the collar of the priesthood?
For years, the chief administrative officials (Vicars

General and Judicial Vicars) of the dioceses of Winona and
St. Paul have allowed a network of homosexual priests to
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flourish. The rainbow sash intruders at the Pentecost
Mass, gay and feminist theologians teaching in Catholic
schools, clinical psychologists who consider homosexuality
a healthy orientation, and the murderer in Wisconsin are
fruits of the same diseased tree. As one investigative
reporter said, “Pardon me but as an outsider it looks like
the priesthood is a gigantic masquerade party for queers.”
The newsman is not refined, but there is an ugly truth in
his observation. It is a truth that Catholics must face. But
first we must refute the tired tale endlessly chanted by the
secular media.

The Story We Are Told:
The Catholic Church and its teaching on sexuality are

corrupt.  The rules of celibacy and an all male priesthood
are unnatural and lead to a psychological immaturity
among priests. This unnatural repression spurts out in the
molestation of children and other forms of sexual abuse.
The church should learn modern psychology and stop
worshipping its obsolete patriarchal God, stop demanding
purity from teenagers, stop excluding women from the
priesthood, and stop railing against homosexual marriage.

This storyline insults the memory of Dan O’Connell.  His
heroism and martyrdom were in defense of the church’s
purity codes. The man who murdered him betrayed those
codes. The seminaries that trained Ryan Erickson have been
grossly negligent for three decades in failing to foster the
religious culture of fatherhood that Dan O’Connell embodied
and Ryan Erickson mocked.

The secular media is unable to tell this story. We Catholics
seem unwilling. This is our O J Simpson case. We cannot
allow a false pride in our corporate identity to shield us from
the truth. Our corporate identity rests on the truth, and the
truth will set us free. Getting our villains and heroes straight
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and facing the “rest of the story” in the murder of Dan
O’Connell is a sacred duty of Catholics. Martyrdom leads to
renewal. We dedicate ourselves to ensuring that this brave
man shall not have died in vain. He acted as a father to the
orphan, a protector of the oppressed. He was persecuted for
the sake of justice.  Because of his courage and the diligence
of Wisconsin detectives, Shawn Pettee and Jeff Knopps, a
predator will never again destroy young males. Let us learn
from those good protectors and be as persistent as they were
in asking who killed Dan O’Connell. Why is he dead? And
how did his murderer come to be called “father”.

A new Headline for the true Story:

Heroic Catholic man confronts and is
killed by homosexual predator.

Ryan Erickson is the poster child for the homosexual
subculture of deceit and immaturity corrupting our
Church. His core traits are more fundamentally linked with
his homosexual tendencies than the identity of the Catholic
priesthood. In a sacramental corporate body like the
Catholic Church, there are some communal rules that are
fundamental to the integrity of the body as a whole. Dan
O’Connell thought he had a right to interfere with
Erickson’s “personal life” because Mr. O’Connell was a
Catholic, and Erickson was wearing a priest’s collar.
Catholics live a corporate life together and concede
exceptional authority to our fathers who wear the collar.
Dan O’Connell had a visceral reaction to Erickson’s
masquerade and he instinctively unmasked the pretender.
Erickson was exposed by O’Connell’s moral presence as a
real father. They both could not inhabit the same stage.
Dan O’Connell had to die or the fake play could not go on.
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Chanceries and Seminaries
Homosexuality: Rebellion against fatherhood,
dissolving priestly fraternity, demeaning the
feminine, and the culture of deceit

Pope John Paul II described original sin as a rebellion
against fatherhood. Ryan Erickson was trained in
seminaries that fostered a web of lies about patriarchy and
cultivated personalities that denigrated the fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of the priesthood. This rebellion
against patriarchy, like the first original sin, has spawned its
murderer. Christ created an apostolic brotherhood of love.
He ordered the apostles to love one another as the Father
loved Him. This new affective bond shapes the public bond
of Christian brotherhood and animates a wide-radius
fraternal charity in Christian civic life.   To eroticize this
bond in affection or action is a blasphemous and polluting
crime against the Father. Such a perversion of manly love
has the same devastating effect on the public communion of
the priesthood as incest does on the corporate identity of a
family. The disordered affection does not have to be acted
upon to destroy the emotional life of a brotherhood in service
to the Father. Outside attacks strengthen brothers linked in
arms. Sweet talk in the ranks confuses the men as
individuals and dissolves the corps as a body.  The Vatican
has written an unambiguous document insisting that the
priesthood is based on an affectional maturity necessary for
spiritual fatherhood which is incompatible  with those who
are active homosexuals or  have deep seated homosexual
tendencies.  The official commentary of November 30 in
L’Osservatore Romano by French Monsignor Tony Anatrella
comes from Rome a year after the suicide of Ryan Erickson.
And yet from across the ocean, the Catholic churchman who
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explains human nature and exposes sexual pathology
sounds like an eyewitness reporter describing both Ryan
Erickson and the Winona and St. Paul Seminary cultures
that formed him. 

"Candidates who present 'deep-seated homosexual
tendencies,' that is, an exclusive attraction with regard to
persons of the same sex (a structural orientation) -
independently of whether or not they've had erotic
experiences - may not be admitted to seminaries and to
sacred orders," Anatrella wrote.

Anatrella criticizes the "permissive attitude" that says as
long as a candidate is capable of celibacy, he may be
ordained. In fact, Anatrella asserts that gay priests
experience a whole host of other difficulties. 

He offered these examples: "Closing oneself off in a clan
of persons of the same type; exaggerated affective choices;
[becoming] a narcissistic position in front of a community
that [the gay priest] disturbs even to the point of dividing it;
a mode of vocational discernment that seeks candidates in
his own image; relations with authority based on seduction
and rejection; … an often limited vision of truth and a
selective way of presenting the gospel message; particularly
in the areas of sexual and conjugal morality, these are
habitually zones of relational and intellectual confusion and
ideological combat, disapproved by a correct search for truth
and the wisdom of God."

On a more theological level, Anatrella argues that gay
priests cannot effectively incarnate a "spousal tie" between
God and the church, nor the "spiritual paternity" a priest is
supposed to exhibit. (From The Word from Rome by John Allen)

The lavender network in the church is closely linked to
ideological feminism, which Pope Benedict has called
“another religion.” Both the feminists and the homosexuals
decry the Fatherhood of God, the all-male priesthood, the
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male-female character of marriage and a Marian femininity
centered on obedience, virginity, and motherhood. Catholic
teaching and Catholic living form an organic whole. When
the fundamental categories of sexual roles are called
oppressive, the patriarchal system loses its coherence. That
is exactly the goal of the feminists and homosexuals who
have had such an inordinate influence in the paid staff
positions of our church, our seminaries, and the
educational system. They have betrayed our faith but
retained their livelihood. Replacing the Marian ideal with
the feminist mantra has been disastrous for virgins,
mothers, and wives. Patriarchy is defined as the enemy,
while abortion is winked at as an unfortunate consequence
of the sexist nature of biology. We have denigrated feminine
submissiveness and obedience. And yet the whole Catholic
story – from Abraham’s offering of Isaac, to Mary’s assent
at the Annunciation, to Christ’s crucifixion on Calvary – is
the formation of a people by  acts of submissive obedience.
We have dethroned Mary as our personal Queen and
revered instead a ruthless day-to-day feminist ideology that
renders Catholic culture incomprehensible. While male
homosexual priests decry masculinity and the all male
nature of the clergy, those same males hold top
administrative positions in a well placed clique that
frustrates a true brotherhood in Christ. Feminists serve as
their ideological partners and hold many staff positions in
the bureaucracy, often clashing with the masculine parish
priest who expects to exercise a spiritual fatherhood in his
parish. The dissenting staff can object to fundamental
Catholic truths with no fear of censure, but if an 
old-fashioned father criticizes his sullen feminist staff
member, he is convicted of the ultimate bureaucratic
sin–inability to collaborate in ministry. In a very bad trade,
the chancery’s clique has fired the old  Martha (the
housekeeper who would work)  and given eternal tenure to
the new  Mary (the ecclesial minister who will not listen). 



10

In the seminaries, a deep anti masculine bias
transformed the life of prayer. The war against patriarchy
erases our Judaic roots and erodes the confidence we pray
for every day in the Eucharist-to be able to call God “Our
Father”.  This denigration of the fatherhood of God as one
metaphor among many radically depersonalizes God.
Prayer life becomes an exercise of human invention rather
than an ongoing incorporation with the Son in his filial
personal relationship with the Father. For a man who
cannot pray to the personal God of Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob, celibacy becomes a law against love rather than a
narrow expedited path to the Father. The seminary culture
apologizing for the “closed all male structure” has produced
frightened males protective of their own “careers” but
ignorant of spiritual paternity and the masculine duty to
protect the social group. Broken males wrote best sellers
like The Wounded Healer that became the tattered banner
of arrested male development. In Superior long before
Bishop Fliss visited the O’Connell family or St. Patrick’s
parish, the diocese offered psychological counseling to all
the priests of the diocese to help with their anger and
sense of betrayal.  But weep not for those broken vessels.
The wounded healers have lifetime jobs. What they don’t
have is a healthy sense of righteous anger at their Vicar
General—presumably one of  Ryan Erickson’s
psychologists is helping them get over that.

The clerical  homosexual cult creates a life of deceit. The
heart of priestly life-loving and obeying God in apostolic
communion- is dissolved into cliques of who knows what
and who loves whom. Christ’s image is disfigured. In the
50’s and 60’s clerical homosexuals gravitated toward
secretarial and chancery jobs to move up the ecclesial
ladder. In the 70’s and 80’s they played the social justice
prophet and sensitive anti male. In the new century they
will be dressed in cassocks with rosary beads prominent
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and eyes covered with designer sunglasses.  The poses
vary. What is never present is the magnanimous masculine
soul of brotherly love and fatherly protection. What
remains constant is the clique, the intrigue, and the deceit.
The Church is always the person of Christ – and we
human members are always a kind of veil, but some forms
of corruption render the veil impenetrable.  Christ is still
there, but the eclipse conceals Him from the world we are
called to evangelize. It is no betrayal of the Church to lift
the shade of deceit so the Light may shine.   

The Church’s Story-Our Story
The singular lifelong commitment of heterosexual marriage

and the broad based commitment of a worldwide celibate
masculine priesthood organized into diocesan priestly
communities under a bishop shape all of Catholic culture. We
are a people shaped by the Eucharist and communal
sacramental bonds.  Our male-only celibate priesthood is
meant to create a brotherhood linked by a common love of
God. Like the US Marines and  the Knights of the
Roundtable, it is a brotherhood united by a common purpose
and mission. These brothers are meant to act as fathers for
all the church, especially the poor, the women alone, and the
fatherless boys. This dynamic outward looking brotherhood
receives the good news of Christ and faithfully transmits it to
a hungry world. The homosexual cliques and their narcissist
fellow travelers look inward to inhabit the bureaucratic
offices, buildings, and rituals of Catholicism as costumes for
a play they consider a useful fiction. The apostolic masculine
bond instituted by Christ was meant “anthropologically” to
look outward. The priestly masculine bond is deepened by
incorporating men of every nation in communion with the
Father and the Son. The healthy non incestuous masculine
bond is “anthropologically evangelical.”

For an atheistic culture, celibacy is incomprehensible –
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and unnatural. But for Catholics, we know our nature is
fulfilled by love for God our Father. Our purity codes could
not match the splendor of our message if they were easy.
Celibacy is difficult, but it marks the priesthood with a
spiritual focus, pursued in imitation and anticipation of
Christ. Our priests take on a difficult discipline, but it
allows them to lead the laity in other difficult disciplines
that the world says can’t be done – daily prayer, communal
fasting and worship,  faithful marriage and teenage
virginity. All of these codes are to be lived joyfully and
boldly. Properly lived and celebrated, both monogamous
marriage and a celibate priesthood lead to the freedom of
deep communal love.  These sacramental forms of love
shape the deep personal loyalties of family and Church
that define Catholic culture. There is a palpable Christian
sensibility of  vigor and vigilance that attends the discipline
of sexual desire. Purity codes are not strictures that build
up crazed sexual energy, like a raging river rising against a
bulwark, creating pressure that downstream causes the
flood wall to burst in a  torrent of anti-social perversion.
Purity, the Beatitudes teach us, lets us see the face of God.
As Shakespeare wrote, it is when “Pure thoughts are dead
and still / That Lust and murder wake to stain and kill.”

It is not fatherhood or the all-male brotherhood that is
the cause of sexual abuse and murder in the church. We
need more fatherhood, not less; purity, not perversion;
brotherhood, not incest; fatherly protection, not adolescent
preening.

The Current, Misguided Strategy: 
Bureaucrats not Fathers

Most of the victims of the predator network are teenage
males, but too many women have experienced a similar
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betrayal by “father”. These women are the unprotected
victims of a seminary culture that has denigrated manly
protection as “patronizing”.  As clerics and theologians
were kowtowing to the feminist crone, the cries and
anguish of the woman used and the mother betrayed went
unheeded.  As always with the demise of patriarchs, the
widows and fatherless have paid the price.

A tiny fraction of victims (most victims are  teen age
males and adult women-- not children) work their way
through the civic legal system to receive financial
settlements. Our own Judicial Tribunals are silent.  Rather
than calling the priesthood into order, our Vicars General
smother the laity with mind numbing regulations and
abuse policies. Presently we are granting abusers lifetime
employment in the very judicial and record-keeping
positions needed for clergy reform and diocesan justice.
Putting these abusers in “administrative positions” is like
the President appointing a rapist to the Supreme Court as
a way to keep him out of the general population. These
positions must be in the hands of a cop like Elliott Ness
not a crook like Al Capone. 

The present arrangement has reformed nothing. About
halfway between the day that Ryan Erickson murdered the
men of Hudson and the month he hung himself in Hurley,
the diocese of Superior got an excellent rating in fulfilling
the bureaucratic abuse  reporting guidelines of the national
bishop’s conference. The charade continues. 

We fingerprint the Catholic laity while hiding other hands
with spots of blood that will never wash. Innocent priests
are accused and suspended while scores of guilty
homosexuals have so intimidated their victims that they
will never speak up.  The priests of every diocese know the
offenders far better than any legal system.  Instead of
naming and removing known predators, we set up a
national “name that body part” program for Catholic grade



14

school children. Instead of using our own church judicial
structures to aggressively search out offenders, we park
criminals in those positions and wait for the civil legal
system to compensate a tiny fraction of the exploited.
Instead of a priestly brotherhood fostering protective
fathers, the priesthood has become a neutered
bureaucracy. Any priest who stands against the cabal can
be falsely accused and removed. Apparently if a layman
gets too close, he will be shot. No wonder the fascination
with paperwork; paternity has proven dangerous.

Repentance, Reform, and 
Fraternal Correction

Because the error besetting us is an anthropological
error about Fatherhood, fraternity and manhood, it is the
duty of fraternities of Catholic laymen as well as the
ordained to establish order from this chaos. 

To cleanse the Catholic priesthood, we must start in the
chanceries with the priests assigned to administer justice
and organize priestly life.  Chancery offices are not
“administrative positions” of a bureaucracy. They are
offices of fatherly authority meant to maintain the priestly
brotherhood that fosters fatherhood.  The Church has
mechanisms for the fathers to discipline the erring
brothers. What if the Vicar General of Superior had been
as interested in justice as the detectives of Hudson? Dan
O’Connell and James Ellison would be alive today.

As Catholic fathers we observe the devious and immature
homosexual cliques that have infiltrated so many of the
diocesan chanceries and seminaries of our Church in
America. We want the collar back. We have taught our
children to respect “Father,” and we want to be assured
that Father will protect them. Fathers do not have sex with
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their children. Fathers do not have sex with other men.
These are the oldest taboos in human history, and they are
central to the purity code that defines the Catholic family.
The war against fatherhood, which has torn the fraternity
of our local priesthood apart, has now left a widow and
orphans in Wisconsin. We sympathize with men who find
themselves with homosexual tendencies but our sympathy
does not include calling them our spiritual fathers.  We
stand in fighting opposition to men who celebrate these
tendencies as healthy or natural. We have to admit the
ugly truth about many officials in our diocese, and we have
to name names.  The storyline of “the victimized
homosexual” needs a reality check with the comfortable
powerbrokers of urban politics, mainstream media, non-
profit foundations and church bureaucracies.  The
incestuous network of homosexuals polluting the Catholic
priesthood have convinced themselves and their secular
allies that “fighting sexual repression” in the Catholic
Church makes these spoiled white boys into Rosa Parks.
She sat on the bus. They kiss in the rectory. It’s all about
human rights. Well, Ryan Erickson is no Rosa Parks.  The
homosexual activists in the Church are not prophets of
social justice but craven collaborators with a metro culture
of moneyed narcissism. The ordered priestly communion
which forms the model for civic and universal brotherhood
is worth dying for. Dan O’Connell paid the ultimate price to
defend our purity code. He spoke truth to a predator. He is
our prophet. The “gay” clergy is our Vichy Government.

The Catholic Church calls all men to repentance and
communion with Christ. We must reform the priesthood so
we can show His face to the world. It is His church, not
ours. We must stop accusing the Church and start
accusing individual criminals. It is distasteful to name
names, but it is individuals who are responsible for the
corruption of the priesthood, not the Church itself. It is
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better to name the traitors than to dishonor Christ’s
reputation and the purity of the ancient priesthood.

“For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no
wonder for even Satan disguises himself as an angel
of light. So it is not strange if his servants disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end
will correspond to their deeds.” 2 Corinthians 13-15

From the erring priests, we hope for confession and
repentance.  Their brother priests might remember the
apostles scattered in fear after the crucifixion who fifty
days later, lifted by the wind of the Spirit, found the
courage to preach Christ. Today’s good priests must gather
in bands to stir their courage to correct those who abuse
the collar. This can be done face to face, in presbyterial
synods, and through a justice driven use of diocesan
tribunals. Christ loves the Light: only Satan benefits from
the continuing culture of deceit, cliques and double-speak.
From bishops we hope for personal and brotherly
confrontation, that they will demand resignation and
repentance from fellow bishops and Vicars General. A very
few bishops with courage could initiate a Eucharistic
communion of men reforming one another. Be fellow
fishermen. You are called to brave the open sea not hide in
an office cubicle.  Be not afraid!  This is the fraternal duty
and synodal form renewed at the Second Vatican  Council
—no press, no laity, but all hearts open to the Holy Spirit
so fellow bishops speak with courage to one another by
name. Brotherly love unveils the masqueraders. Remember
the stage which could not hold both Ryan Erickson and
Dan O’Connell. Brotherly love knows when to forgive Peter,
strengthen Thomas, and expel Judas. Let us love one
another as brothers.
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Back To The Eucharist – 
Back To Mary

Let us gather around the Eucharist. Let the priestly
fraternity love the Living God and show the face of Christ.
Let the faithful laymen worship God, receive the
sacraments, and build a brotherhood of love in work and
civic life.

Let us cherish the truly feminine and swear to Our Lady
that we shall purify the brotherhood her Son instituted to
act as His temple on earth. Let us glorify and safeguard the
name of Jesus and be jealous of the honor of His mother. If
this seems a pietistic formula, learn from our discovery in
carefully penetrating the history of one diocese that
drunken vulgarity among a bishop and his priests,
flippancy with the name of Christ and God and disdaining
the true femininity of Mary all preceded the unnatural
crimes we lament today. 

In each diocese, we hope that Catholic laymen will
form a Dan O’Connell Society with the goal of purifying
the priesthood by repentance and fraternal correction.
We pray that priests and bishops adopt St. Benedict’s
strategy to lead our Church from this Long Lent into the
New Pentecost.
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The Dan O’Connell Society in
the Archdiocese of St Paul

In the Archdiocese of St Paul-Minneapolis, we bear a
particular responsibility to Dan O’Connell, James Ellison,
and their families.  Ryan Erickson was easily assimilated
by our diocese’s dysfunctional clerical culture, a culture
for three decades corrupted by the open secret of the
lavender pretenders. It was a culture built on a shared
secret of clergymen who knew an ugly inside story and a
laity that painfully started discovering one incredible tale
after another. After living with and evaluating Ryan
Erickson for four years, the St. Paul Seminary pronounced
him fit for the priesthood. That staff has had no retreat, no
internal interrogation, no letter of sorrow and no apology
to the children of Dan O’Connell. We see instead the glazed
eyes of men so accommodated to perversion that they
could live with a predator murderer for four years and
graduate him as “Father”. The seminary knew Erickson
had an allegation of homosexual abuse and a SPS student
had reported that he woke up one morning to discover
Erickson in his bed. That wasn't enough to expel the
predator. The SPS  faculty could no longer judge fitness for
fatherhood, for they had repudiated fatherhood and
heterosexual masculinity both theologically and
psychologically many years before. Another wounded
healer was sent to the laity.

The cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis have annual pride
celebrations of sexual perversion. Our church officials have
not had the intellectual rigor or moral strength to resist
this powerful secular cult. Some of our parishes and
religious orders have publicly joined the fun. Because the
Twin Cities are such notorious centers for the celebration
of homosexuality, neither the media, nor the mental health
professions, nor the law enforcement institutions have
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been inclined to vigorously pursue the corruption that is in
our Church. This confluence of immoral guardians has
corrupted the church and civic culture in Boston, Chicago,
San Francisco, and New York for decades. It is the same
culture that allowed a known pedophile to direct the
Minneapolis Children’s Theater for many years. 

Our bishop does not know the extent of deceit and
corruption that has filled the St. Paul Seminary, diocesan
priesthood, and urban parishes of the last forty years. He
inherited his Vicar General and most of the employees of
the archdiocesan office from the previous bishop. Like Pope
John Paul II, Archbishop Flynn is a holy man. Like most
Catholics, he finds it difficult to believe that the priests he
has befriended could be so deeply implicated in a web of
evil and deceit. Like most Catholics in our archdiocese, the
Bishop will not know the extent of the evil unless those
responsible confess, repent, and resign.  We are not a
protest movement or a pressure group against the bishop.
We are asking that the guilty parties repent, admit their
wrongdoing, and resign. For a true reform after the death
of Dan O’Connell, we ask all Catholic laymen and priests to
urge in every way possible the repentance and resignation
of the following three priests:

We ask this priest, in reparation for what he has done
and what he has failed to do, for the devious culture he
has secretly allowed and hidden from faithful Catholics and
from the Bishop,  relinquish his diocesan authority:

Kevin McDonough Rector St John Vianney Seminary
(1987-90)

Chancellor (1988-1991)
Vicar General (1992-present) 
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“Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs which outwardly appear
beautiful, but within they are filled with dead man’s
bones and all uncleanness.  So you also outwardly
appear righteous to men but within you are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.” Matthew 23:27-28

We ask the two following priests to immediately stop
functioning as priests and vacate any church or orphanage
property in which they currently reside. 

Jerome Boxleitner Catholic Charities and St Joseph 
Orphanage (retired)

Dale Korogi      Rector of St John Vianney Seminary 
(1990-1992)

Pastor of Christ the King parish 
(Oct 2003-present) 

“Or what man of you, if his son asks him for bread will
give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish will give him a
serpent?” Matthew 6:9-10

Inspired by the example of Dan O’Connell, one of us confronted
Msgr. Jerome Boxleitner about his sexual abuse of male teens and
seminarians. We asked him to resign and leave the Catholic
orphanage where he lives. There also was a meeting with Vicar
General McDonough, who admitted knowledge of two Msgr.
Boxleitner abuse cases.  Fr. Korogi refused to meet with us. Letters
requesting the resignation of Fr. Kevin McDonough, Msgr. Jerome
Boxleitner and Fr. Dale Korogi have been sent.

In February 2006, 27 priests of the diocese sent a letter to the
bishop saying his support of the marriage amendment was a scandal
and act of discrimination. A week later, over 130 staff and faculty at
University of St Thomas protested against the administration with a
letter stating “the love, commitment and monogamy” of a lesbian
couple as “no less real because they are not married.”
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The diocesan priesthood is in crisis. It is a crisis about the
meaning of love. It is a crisis in our diocesan offices of justice. It
is a loss of coherence in our teaching and common life.  From
1998-2002 our Justice Tribunal was headed by a homosexual
predator already guilty of court documented abuse of young
males. From 1991-1997 seminarians were being taught their
course in sexual morality by Fr Bill McDonough, gay apologist
and brother of the Vicar General.   

The resignation of the Vicar General would allow a reevaluation
of the chancery staff and ideology by Archbishops Flynn’s new
appointment. A dynamic evangelical  masculinity and  loving
Marian femininity would bring life to what is now a sexually
confused, doctrinally divided, and morally weary bureaucracy.

Elijah proclaimed to Israel that it could no longer “limp along
with two opinions.” Dan O’Connell is silent in his grave.  On Ash
Wednesday, 2006, a St. Paul priest who objected to the
sexualization of children in the diocesan touching program was
silenced by what the “tough” nun in charge promised would be a
“two by four” from Fr McDonough. These silenced fathers
thunder with Elijah against Baal and his pretend priests.  

In our Lenten meeting, docsociety will introduce the first draft
of a white paper on the history of our polluted diocesan
priesthood. The local Catholic Church is not a federation of
parishes or a collection of individuals. It is a communion united
by the Eucharist, our creed, and the integrity of our sacramental
life. The purity codes that define the brotherly love of the celibate
priesthood and the heterosexual sacrament of marriage are under
attack. The attack is not from the outside but from our own poorly
formed priests and church employees.  We “limp along with two
opinions.” The brotherly love of philia is polluted by eros and
purified by agape. If our priests wash out the pollution, our local
church will deepen the Eucharistic communion that animates our
Catholic life. This is all we seek. 



To Obey the Will of the Father...

by renewing 
the apostolic fraternity of the priesthood 

and the brotherhood of Catholic men 
in the name of Jesus Christ.
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